100	DISCIPLINE
tasks allotted to them have been greatly diminished in import-
ance, and the demands that may be made on a child have been
strictly limited by the 1932 decree, which was signed by the
Commissars of Education and Health. They are, however,
given much more scope for exercising initiative, co-operation,
the sense of responsibility to the community, than in the average
school in other countries. They are being trained to use inde*
pendent judgment. They are trusted with work and situations
which correspond with their experience, which is wider than is
usual for children. They are no longer placed in situations which
are too difficult for them, nor is judgment demanded beyond
their experience, as was the case some years ago. Moreover, the
teacher is always present to help. In the incomplete secondary
and secondary schools the children carry much more serious
responsibilities. Equipped by their earlier experience, they
discharge these well on the whole. They are becoming self-
reliant and disciplined, and capable of wielding authority. In
1984 I was present at a Children's May Day Celebration in a
factory club in Moscow. There were about 500 children present
in the hall. The proceedings included the election of the pre-
siding committee, reports, speeches—including one by me—and
a concert. All the arrangements were excellently managed by the
committee of six boys and girls between the ages of fourteen
and sixteen and the Komsomol leader of nineteen. It was an
astonishing performance.
The fact that the ultimate responsibility for self-government
rests with the teacher, and finally with the Head, prevents this
work from becoming too onerous or terrifying. I noticed very
strongly in 1984 the tendency to limit more and more the calls
made on the children, so that they may have their energies for
study* and obtain proper rest.
In the home the problem of discipline—or, rather, the problem
of the adjustment of the growing child to the adult environment
—is as much to the fore as it is in English homes. Conflict between
the two interests still occurs. Here much work is being done with
the paimts. The Coromis^riat of Education, as well as local

